
 

Honorable Earl F. Weener 

Earl F. Weener, Ph.D. took the oath of office as the 41st Member of the National Transportation Safety Board on 

June 30th, 2010. He was nominated by President Obama and confirmed by the Senate for a term that expires 
December 31, 2015. 

Member Weener has an accomplished career in aviation as an engineering executive, safety advocate, industry 

safety spokesperson, engineer and pilot. He has given numerous presentations on aviation safety in airline 

operations, as well as corporate, business and general aviation safety. Most recently, he was a Foundation Fellow for 

the Flight Safety Foundation, where he led international industry teams to develop means to reduce accidents 
through coordinated industry programs in areas such as ground operations and runway excursions. 

Prior to his appointment to the Board, Member Weener enjoyed a twenty four year career with the Boeing Company. 

During his time with Boeing he held a series of Chief Engineer positions, including the Airworthiness, Reliability and 

Maintainability, and Safety organization, the System Engineering organization, and Safety Technology Development. 

He also served four years in Washington, D.C., as Boeing's Manager of Engineering and Technical Government 

Affairs. As well, Member Weener was integrally involved in the initial development of the Boeing two-crew 747 flight 

deck concept and the development of the 757/767 flight decks, the initial advanced technology commercial transport 
glass cockpit. 

Aside from his professional career in aviation, Member Weener is an experienced commercial licensed general 

aviation flight instructor and charter pilot, in addition to owning a Beechcraft Bonanza and remaining an active general 
aviation pilot. 

Member Weener also has extensive marine experience. He obtained his U.S. Coast Guard Master's License in 2000. 

In addition to navigating the waterways of the Pacific Northwest, he spent four years cruising both the inland 

waterways and coastline of the U.S., living aboard a specially built steel hull trawler. His travels included the East 

Coast Intracoastal Waterway, the Great Lakes, the waterways from Chicago to Mobile, Alabama, the West Coast, as 
well as the inside passage to Alaska. 

Member Weener earned all three of his academic degrees in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Michigan 
- his bachelor's degree summa cum laude, master's degree and doctorate. 



Among his awards is a 1994 Laurels Award from Aviation Week and Space Technology, and in 2005 he was 

awarded the Honeywell Bendix Trophy for Aviation Safety. He has served on the Flight Safety Foundation Board of 

Governors and on the Foundation's Icarus Committee, and International Advisory Committee. He was also a director 
of the Northwest Bonanza Society. 

Member Weener and his wife, Linda, currently reside in Northern Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul 'BJ' Ransbury 
President & CEO 

 

 

Paul “BJ” Ransbury has been flying professionally for 25 years. In January 2006, he proudly accepted the 
position of President of Aviation Performance Solutions, LLC (APS). 

Mr. Ransbury’s professional flight experience spans a wide spectrum from general aviation advanced flight 
instruction and hard-charging unlimited category airshow aerobatic displays to scheduled airlines and military 
fighter operations. 

Throughout his career as a professional pilot and business entrepreneur, Mr. Ransbury has been keenly 
interested in the development of programs that bring high-performance aviation into the hands of the general 
public and to aviators of all skill levels. Driven by a responsibility to improve safety of flight to save lives in 
the aviation industry, he has been developing innovative training techniques and advanced flight training 
courses for individual pilots, corporate flight departments, government agencies, and aircraft manufacturers for 
two decades. Mr. Ransbury is the Vice President Global Integration for the Upset Prevention and Recovery 
Training Association (UPRTA), a non-profit international aviation organization of industry professionals 
dedicated to the highest standards of Upset Prevention and Recovery Training. He is also a regular speaker on 
Upset Prevention and Recovery Training at the Bombardier Safety Standdown, where he and the APS team 
proudly provide integrated Loss of Control In-flight training solutions for the Bombardier Leading Edge 
program. 



Mr. Ransbury’s primary focus has been to assess the continually changing need for advanced flight training in 
aviation worldwide. As one of only 32 Master Certified Flight Instructors in the nation holding an aerobatic 
accreditation, his on-going analysis of program effectiveness in relation to market demands keeps APS on the 
leading edge of providing training solutions to a wide variety of operators. His friendly demeanor, combined 
with an in-depth expertise in edge-of-the-envelope aerodynamics and recovery techniques, uniquely bridges 
the gap between advanced training curricula and a prospective company’s corporate training objectives.  Mr. 
Ransbury addresses an organization’s flight training needs through a one-on-one, hands-on approach to 
customized course development. Under his direct supervision in locations in the United States, Canada, Europe 
and the Middle East, thousands of professional pilots have been successfully trained in standardized UPRT 
training techniques and mitigation strategies. 

Mr. Ransbury, now a U.S. Citizen, graduated from the Royal Military College of Canada in 1988 with a B.Sc. 
in Honors Mathematics and Physics. After 12 years serving as a military officer and fighter pilot in the 
Canadian Armed Forces flying the F/A-18 Hornet, he spent several years as a scheduled airline pilot flying the 
Airbus A320. His high-performance civilian aviation career continued as a professional airshow pilot and was 
hallmarked with his airshow team being featured in an IMAX 3D feature film distributed around the world. 
Now entering his 19th year holding consecutive positions of Chief Executive Officer and President of various 
international advanced flight training organizations, Mr. Ransbury remains centered on improving safety of 
flight in the aviation industry globally. 

Mr. Ransbury is a loving husband and proud father of four wonderfully energetic children between the ages of 
one and nine years old. In addition to being an active church member and a husband who enjoys days full of 
family activities, he is also currently pursuing the completion of his MBA. 

 

Instructor Qualifications 

• 5-time Master Certified Flight Instructor (CFI)-Aerobatic 
• Gold Seal Flight Instructor 
• Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) / Multi-Engine Instructor (MEI) / Instrument Instructor Airplane 

(CFII) / Advanced Ground Instructor (AGI) 
• Past Part 141 Chief Flight Instructor at APS (5 Years) 
• Former Class 1 Aerobatic Instructor (Transport Canada) 
• Military  

o Fighter Weapons Instructor Course Graduate (FWIC) 
o Bombardier Flying Instruction Techniques Course Graduate Military 

Military Fighter Pilot Experience 

• 12 Yrs. Canadian Armed Forces: F-18 Hornet Fighter Pilot Fighter 
• Electronic Warfare and Advanced Radar Graduate 
• 416 Tactical Fighter Squadron 
• 425 Tactical Fighter Squadron 
• 410 and 419 Tactical Fighter (Training) Squadrons 



Education 

• Royal Military College of Canada (BSc Honors Mathematics & Physics Degree) 
• Pursuing Master of Business Association (MBA) – Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) 

Professional Pilot Experience and Certifications 

• Airline Transport Pilots License 
• Single/Multi-Engine Instrument (US & Canada) 
• Airlines: Airbus A320 
• Tailwheel/Complex/High-Performance Certified 
• 6000+ Hours Aerobatic Experience (3500+ hours in the Extra 300L) 

Air Show Qualifications 

• International Council of Air Shows (ICAS) Certified Air Show Performer – Solo/Formation 
Aerobatics (Former Level 1/Surface Certified) 

Memberships 

• International Committee for Aviation Training in Extended Envelopes (ICATEE) 
• Upset Prevention and Recovery Training Association (UPRTA) 
• National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) 
• Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) 
• TBM Owners and Pilots Association (TBMOPA) 
• Malibu Mirage Owners and Pilots Association (MMOPA) 
• Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) 
• The International Association of Coaching (IAC) 
• National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI) 
• International Council of Air Shows (ICAS) 
• Council on Unusual Attitude Training Education (CUATE) 



 

 

2015 Flight Instructor Hall of Fame inductee Thomas P. Turner holds of an ATP certificate with instructor, CFII and MEI 
ratings and a Master’s Degree in Aviation Safety.  He was the 2010 National FAA Safety Team Representative of the Year 
and the 2008 FAA Central Region CFI of the Year, and is a three-time Master CFI. Tom has been a Lead Instructor at 



FlightSafety International; a production test pilot for engine modifications; an aviation insurance underwriter; corporate pilot 
and safety expert; Captain in the United States Air Force; and course developer for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.  
He now directs the 9000+ member American Bonanza Society Air Safety Foundation.  With over 4200 hours logged, 
including more than 2700 as an instructor, Tom writes, lectures and instructs extensively from his home at THE AIR 
CAPITAL--Wichita, Kansas.  
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Dr. Noel Duerksen has a Bachelor’s, Master’s and Ph.D. in Aerospace Engineering from Wichita State 
University.  He has authored several papers concerning advanced flight control concepts for general 
aviation, including the use of neural networks and fuzzy logic for self healing systems.  He has been a 
professor for advanced flight dynamics at Wichita State and has supervised several NASA and FAA 
funded research projects at University of Kansas and Wichita State as an industry project manager. 

Dr. Duerksen worked at Hawker Beech as an engineering test pilot and advanced design engineer for 23 
years where he was eventually promoted to Engineering Fellow.  Notable projects as test pilot were the 
Starship, Beechjet and a NASA sponsored fly-by-wire research Bonanza that included automatic landing 
research for which he was also the project engineer and principle investigator. 

Dr. Duerksen has been with Garmin for 11 years where he has been instrumental in developing Garmin’s 
integrated avionics systems including synthetic vision, FMS, autopilot, autothrottle, under speed 
protection and the Electronic Stability and Protection system. 

He is an active flight instructor, a Garmin company check pilot and holds an Airline Transport Pilot 
license 
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